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2020 marks the 155" anniversary of the arrival of the PCE mission to Taiwan. Its
vision, the product of Carstairs Douglas (known chiefly for his writings on the
Southern Min languages), who with Dr James Laidlaw Maxwell, a medical mission,
boarded a steamer for southern Taiwan on 26 May 1865. This talk comes largely from
an ongoing archival project that has already produced three manuscripts. It is an
ongoing collaboration with the Institute for the Study of the Asia Pacific’s Centre for
Austronesian Studies and the Northern Institute of Taiwan Studies at the University of
Central Lancashire, the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), The British
Museum, National Taiwan University, The Shung Ye Museum of Formosan
Aborigines, The Council of Indigenous Peoples, and the National Museum of Taiwan
History. The talk will offer an insight into the establishment of the medical mission in

southern Taiwan with a focus on the archival collections held in the UK.
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